
Year 1: Coursework Year 2: Candidacy Assessment

Year 3: Dissertation Research Year 4+: Writing and Defense

PhD Program of Study

Milestones

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5

Term 7 Term 8 Term 9

September

September

September JanuaryJanuary

January May

May May

Student-Supervisor Agreement

Approval of Program of Studies Meeting 
(in first 2 months)

Mandatory Non-credit Courses 
and Required Coursework (6 cu)

Approval of Research Proposal 
(within 6-10 months)

or Research in Progress Meeting

Candidacy Assessment: Review 
Paper + Oral Exam  (completed 

within 24 months) 

Oral Defense

Convocation (in June or November)

Term 6

Ethics Approval and Data Collection

Data Collection and Analysis

Coursework and Development of the Research Proposal

Research in Progress Meeting

Preliminary Meeting
(8-10 weeks before candidacy 
oral examination). Counts as a 
Research in Progress Meeting

Data Collection and Analysis cont’d, then Dissertation Writing and Defense

Permission to Write Meeting
or Research in Progress Meeting



Year 1: Coursework Year 2+: Thesis Research

MSc Program of Study

Milestones

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5

September September JanuaryJanuary May May

Student-Supervisor Agreement

Approval of Program of Studies Meeting 
(in first 2 months)

Mandatory Non-credit Courses 
and Required Coursework (9 cu)

Approval of Research Proposal 
(within 6-10 months)

Data Collection and Analysis, then Thesis Writing and DefenseCoursework and Development of the Research Proposal

Oral Defense Permission to Write Meeting
or Research in Progress Meeting

Term 6

Convocation (in June 
or November)
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